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Photos by €.C. LOCKWOODSpecial Contributar
Fragrant water lilies bloom in a freshwater marsh at Lacassine National
Wildlife Refuge, southeast of Lake Charles, La.

Wet, wild and disappearing

Chronicling Louisiana’s coastal marshes as they slip away

By MARY ANN STERNBERG
Special Contributor

military-green motor-bateau.
C.C. Lockwood steers through the black water of Bay Wallace, into the wide Intracoastal Canal somewhere be-

tween Houma and Morgan City, La. A tug growls around the bend, pushing a six-barge tow and pulling a buoyant wake.

The bateau carcens south into an arrow-straight channel — an ever-widening oil service canal — and runs up under
aclump of willow and red maple, or a mud flat on the spoil bank, facing east.

This is Big Sky country, south Louisiana-style.

Mr. Lockwood has been here many times, documenting sunrises over the broad, flat marsh panorama. He scttles
himself over his tripod as the eastern sky begins to turn a lemony pink and the fishermen zoom past, oblivious.

Soon, embers of sunrise glint through gunmetal clouds on the horizon and white chiffon fog trails across the marsh.
To the left, a thick stand of cypress. To the right, a clump of spikey marsh grass just at the canal's edge.

Even an untrained eye can see the photographer’s composition forming.

Aflock of ibis glide past overhead in silhouctte, their beaks cutting against the sky. Then a flock of ducks. Click, click,
click, click, click. Mr. Lockwood’s Nikon records the light turning from raspberry to too-bright orange-gold.
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IN THE LOUISIANA WETLANDS — We're out of the houseboat Wetland Wanderer before dawn, into a small,

Artist Rhea Gary paints a bald cypress swamp at Spanish Lake near New Iberia, La.
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